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YOUR
GENEROSITY
IS ESSENTIAL
Because of your philanthropy, five whooping crane chicks are being costume-reared by Audubon staff.

Audubon’s Whooping Crane Program Is Back on Track!
The COVID-19 pandemic severely impacted Audubon’s ability to bring back the world’s rarest crane species. Now,
thanks to your generous support, Audubon is making a major comeback raising six whooping crane chicks.
Five abandoned eggs originated from the eastern migratory population in Wisconsin and are being costume-reared
by Audubon staff. One egg was the result of artificial insemination at the Freeport-McMoRan Audubon Species Survival
Center and is being reared by its mother and “stepfather.” Audubon staff costume-rear chicks by dressing up as whooping
cranes, keeping their true human appearance cloaked to prevent desensitizing the chicks to humans.
This year’s chicks were named after “natural phenomena,” including Blizzard, Fog, Hurricane, Lava, Lightning, and
Aurora. Four chicks will be released into Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries’ White Lake Wetlands
(Continued on page 2)

YOUR GENEROSITY AT WORK

In this Issue: Whooping Cranes, Hurricane Ida Recovery,
Fall Hours, Halloween Fun, and Zoo-To-Do Events.

Message from
the President

Whooping Cranes (Continued)
Wetlands Conservation Area this fall. Two will be kept at
the Species Survival Center to increase genetic diversity and
demographics through future breeding.
“We are thrilled to have bounced back in the wake of the
pandemic,” said Freeport-McMoRan Audubon Species Survival
Center Assistant Curator Richard Dunn. “These chicks represent
the collaborative effort that we and our partners share in making
an impact on the survival on this precious species.”

L. Ronald Forman President and CEO
Dear Audubon Family,
I hope you and your loved ones are
safe and well. In the wake of Hurricane
Ida, your generosity has been vital to the
well-being of your favorite Audubon
animals and parks. Thank you for your
continued support.

Whooping cranes are the world’s rarest crane species and one
of North America’s most threatened bird species. Audubon first
became involved with whooping crane breeding efforts in 1998.
If you encounter a whooping crane, please observe the bird
from a distance and report the sighting to LDWF at
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/report-a-whooping-cranesighting-or-violation.
Thank you to generous supporters, including U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Chevron Corporation, Hancock Whitney, and
all those who gave through this year’s Zoo-To-Do events. You are
helping save this species from extinction!

As we look forward to crisp fall
weather, we have plenty of good news
to share with you. In this edition of
The Nature of Giving, you’ll read
about whooping crane release plans
and a progress report on Hurricane Ida
recovery. You’ll also see information
about our new fall facility hours and
rescheduled Zoo-To-Do events.
Thank you for your generosity. Our
community is known for our resilience,
and our response to the challenges
presented by Hurricane Ida is no
exception. Your care and compassion for
the animals you love means the world
to us here at Audubon, now more than
ever. I wish you and your family the best
as we navigate this challenging time, and
I hope to see you this fall.
With gratitude,
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With your support, Audubon staff ensure one of the
whooping crane eggs is ready to hatch!

Hurricane Ida Recovery Is in Full Swing at Audubon
Thanks to you, Audubon reopened all parks and museums!
Because of your support, Audubon can welcome guests back only a
few weeks after Hurricane Ida.
Hurricane Ida hit our community hard, and Audubon was no
exception. With sustained wind speeds of up to 90 mph, the storm
severely damaged Audubon Park’s trees and historic structures, closing
the Park for weeks.
At Audubon Zoo and Audubon Aquarium of the Americas,
dedicated staff members rode out the storm, ensuring your animals
remained safe and healthy. To prepare facilities for welcoming you back,
dedicated staff cleared debris and dangerous tree limbs, while providing
outstanding care for the thousands of animals that call Audubon home.
Even with facilities closed, Audubon’s Coastal Wildlife Network
worked with partners in the Southeast Regional Marine Mammal
Stranding Network coordinated by NOAA Fisheries Service to save
a young bottlenose dolphin. The dolphin, which was trapped in a
drainage canal in the wake of Hurricane Ida, was healthy and able to be
re-released into the Gulf of Mexico in Bay St. Louis, MS.

Hurricane Ida severely damaged Audubon
Park’s structures and littered debris
throughout Audubon Zoo.

All facilities are now open with updated fall hours. When you
visit, you can enjoy new exhibits like the Shark Discovery touchpool at
the Aquarium! Measuring 60 feet long and 16 feet at its widest point,
Shark Discovery is home to various shark and ray species, including
white spotted bamboo shark, epaulette shark, southern stingray, coral
cat shark, bullnose ray, blue-spotted stingray, and cownose stingray.
Shark Discovery is part of AZA SAFE (Saving Animals from
Extinction), a program that furthers conservation efforts through
special projects, goals, and actions addressing the needs of endangered
species, including sharks and rays.
Thank you for your unwavering support. We hope that visiting your
parks and museums provides a source of respite during this challenging
time. Your animals missed you and are excited to see you again.

Your gifts ensured that we could work hard to
re-open our facilities after the storm. Thank you!

Updated Facility Hours
We look forward to seeing you as the weather cools and crisps! Check out our updated
hours below.
• Audubon Aquarium of the Americas: Thursday-Monday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• Audubon Louisiana Nature Center: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
• Audubon Zoo: Wednesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• The Golf Club at Audubon Park: Tuesday-Sunday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• Audubon Park Tennis: Wednesday-Sunday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Zoo-To-Do Events
Rescheduled to
Fall 2021

Children’s Hospital New
Orleans Partners to Present
Peek-a-Boo at the Zoo

Due to the widespread impacts of
Hurricane Ida and COVID-19 in our
community, Audubon and our partners
have rescheduled Hancock Whitney ZooTo-Do and Zoo-To-Do for Kids presented
by Children’s Hospital New Orleans.

Peek-a-Boo at the Zoo presented by Chick-fil-A New Orleans
benefitting Audubon Zoo and Children’s Hospital New Orleans will
return to Audubon Zoo this October 20-24 from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. The five-day Halloween extravaganza is complimentary
for Audubon Members with their ticket reservation. Member
tickets can be reserved online through the Membership portal or
by calling the Membership Call Center at (504) 861-5105.

Tickets purchased for the originally
scheduled events will be transferred
to the new dates. For questions and
concerns, please reach out to the ZooTo-Do Office at (504) 861-5107.
Thank you for your continued
support of the Zoo-To-Do events.
In light of the past almost two years,
your generosity through these events
is more important to Audubon’s future
now than ever.

Thank you to Children’s Hospital New Orleans for their
continued partnership as we both work to improve the quality of
life for children and families in the New Orleans area, building a
brighter future for the community during this difficult time.
We look forward to seeing you in costume soon!
Learn more at: AudubonNatureInstitute.org/BATZ

Hancock Whitney Zoo-To-Do
Thursday, October 28

This year’s event will offer an in-person
experience for Sponsors and Patrons only.

ZooToDo.org
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Zoo-To-Do for Kids
presented by
Children’s Hospital New Orleans
Friday, November 12
KidsZooToDo.org

Thank you to Children’s Hospital New Orleans for making this
event possible! Join us for Halloween haunts October 20-24.

