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Your support helps Menari and Roux bond behind-the-scenes at Audubon Zoo.

Menari and Roux Reunite Thanks to You
With support from Children’s Hospital New Orleans, Roux is thriving
with his Audubon Zoo family.

Critically endangered Sumatran orangutan Roux made his public debut at ZOObilation on June 9 at
Audubon Zoo.
Born last December to first-time mom Menari, Roux received around-the-clock care from Zoo veterinarians
and primate staff. Children’s Hospital New Orleans’ specialists and AZA Orangutan Species Survival Plan advisors
also provided expert consultation.
(Continued on page 2)

We’re All in This Together Scan the QR code to help protect your Audubon animals
and further critical conservation programs beyond our walls. Thank you!

Your Support
Achieves Wonders

Menari and Roux (Continued)
“Children’s Hospital New Orleans offered their support
by providing the expertise of a clinical speech pathologist and
lactation specialists,” said Audubon’s Senior Veterinarian Bob
MacLean. Children’s Hospital also analyzed Roux’s blood at the
hospital, providing faster results than a veterinary laboratory after
Roux’s birth.
After months of getting stronger, Roux was reunited with
Menari in April. He continues to gain strength and is bonding
with his family, including half-siblings Madu and Bulan.

Rendering of the new Aquarium entrance.
Dear Audubon Family,
Thank you for your continued
generosity. It was wonderful seeing so
many Audubon friends at this year’s
Zoo-To-Do events! I am excited to share
with you the progress we’re making on
transforming Audubon Aquarium of the
Americas and Audubon Butterfly Garden
and Insectarium into a combined, cuttingedge attraction for you and our community.

“It has been an absolute joy to watch Menari grow into
motherhood,” said Assistant Curator of Primates Kelsey Forbes.
“Watching her and Roux bond and seeing their interactions with
their entire family is one of the highlights of my career.”
Your generous support of Roux and his family means the
world to all working to save critically endangered Sumatran
orangutans. Thank you for helping Roux thrive.

Sumatran orangutans are threatened with extinction in
our lifetime, with fewer than 14,000 in the wild. One of their
greatest threats is deforestation due to palm oil demand. You
can help Sumatran orangutans by using sustainable palm oil or
refusing to use it altogether.

The reimagined downtown facility
will include around 17,000 square feet of
new exhibit space and an enclosed shared
public lobby. Many fan-favorite galleries
will be included, like Field Camp and Bug
Appétit. New and reimagined galleries will
include Pollinators, Healthy Soil, and Bug
Bayou. Existing Aquarium galleries will
also be upgraded, including the Mississippi
River Gallery and the Top of the Gulf
Experience.
You are an important part of the
Audubon family, and I can’t wait to share
this amazing experience with you in
2023. Stay tuned for more updates on this
exciting new chapter in the Aquarium’s 30year history.
With gratitude,
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L. Ronald Forman
President and CEO
Audubon Nature Institute

Thank you to Children’s Hospital New Orleans
for helping Roux meet developmental milestones.

How You Can Participate in Plastic Free July

John Fallon, Director of Sustainability and Coastal Conservation Initiatives,
shares ways you can make an impact on nature and wildlife!
Q: What is Plastic Free July and how does it help our
global ecosystem?
A: Plastic Free July is an international movement that encourages
people to use less plastic and draw attention to the issue
of plastic waste. We find plastic debris in almost every
environment on Earth. Plastic can cause significant harm,
even death, to species who encounter it, like birds, sea turtles,
marine mammals, and fish. By reducing your dependency on
plastics, you can protect those animals and make our planet a
healthier place for all to live.

Q: What are some daily actions we can take to help
reduce our use of plastics?
A: Some easy first steps are to find alternatives to the single-

use plastics we encounter the most. You can opt for reusable
straws (or skip straws if you don’t need one), reusable grocery
bags and bottles, and reusable or compostable cutlery. These
are little changes that can keep a lot of waste out of the
environment.

Q: I recycle, isn’t that enough?
A: Reduce, reuse, refuse…then recycle. Less than 9% of plastic

You can help animals like King Mydas
the green sea turtle by refusing single-use
plastics and choosing reusable materials.

waste gets recycled and what can be recycled varies depending
on where you live. The best way to keep plastic out of the
environment is to not use it in the first place.

Q: Are there other ways to keep up sustainability
initiatives after July?
A: Of course! Plastic Free July’s purpose is to help you develop

a routine that you can sustain. Once you tackle easier things,
you can look at other ways to decrease your plastic use or
take on new sustainability challenges like composting, energy
reduction, and sourcing more sustainable foods. Join Team
Plastic Free NOLA for the ecochallenge and learn more at:
https://plasticfree.ecochallenge.org/teams/plastic-free-nola.

Thank you for taking the Plastic Free July
challenge with us!
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Thank You for
a Zoopendous
Hancock Whitney
Zoo-To-Do!
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Capital One Revitalizes
Capital One Stage

This spring, the newly renovated
Capital One stage opened in Audubon Zoo.

Thank you for partying with the
pollinators this spring at Hancock
Whitney Zoo-To-Do! Your generosity
supported conservation efforts for
pollinators, the group of insects,
mammals, and birds on which the future
of life on Earth depends.

“We are dedicated to STEM programming, and we’re
thrilled at the opportunity to bring in children of all ages and
socioeconomic backgrounds to sit on that stage and explore
science and technology,” said Capital One’s Head of U.S.
Corporate Banking and New Orleans Market President Karen
DeBlieux. “Our financial pledge will support community
activities as a community connector and a trusted destination
for family and friends.”

Save the date for next year’s event
on Friday, April 28, 2023!

Thank you to Capital One for upgrading this community
space in the heart of Audubon Zoo.

Through Capital One’s generosity, Capital One Stage
reopened with upgrades that include an expanded dance floor,
an elevated roofline, and more durable finishes that match
the Jerome S. Glazer Audubon Tea Room exterior.

